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HEW! it, bites like a
No. 2 Newhouse trap,"
grumbled Pa Schoon-
maker. rlriains' the set.

tin'rroom door against the icy blast
and rubbing his tingling cheeks. . He
stamped his feet before the stove in
which, the hickory was burning with
such a roar of comfortable warmth, as
almost to drown the shrill whistling of
the December wind outside the farm
house. 1 .

"Hello, what's the matter with Her-
bie?" The youngest of his three boys,
'a tiny misshapen child who had suf
fered a boyhood of pain and deformity
since his nurse had dropped him in
his baby days, was huddled in the cor-
ner beside the woodbox crying silent-
ly, except when an uncontrollable sob
shook his thin little frame.

. "Been teasing you have they? I'll
tease them with, a stove-lengt- h, I
will. Can't have anything like this the
nieht before Christmas, not by a jug
ful." He advanced to the unhappy
child and comforted him in rough but
kindly . fashion, picking him up as
though he were a wisp of hay and
pressing him to his ample shoulder.
"What you boys been doing to Herbie,
hey?"

There was no severity in the ques-

tion, for the sturdy brothers, Petey
and Ncrmie, always were patient and
kindly in their attitude toward the less
fortuntae child, and only unintention-
ally and in boyish carelessness occa
sionally hurt the sensitive little fel-

low.
"What is it, Herbie? Tell dad." The

sobbing broke forth unrestrainedly un-

der the hearty kindness ot the sweet
natured farmer, and then slowly sub-

sided. Pa Schoonmaker waited pa-

tiently until the child was calm and
then repeated his question.

"Normie said there wasn't to. Santy
Claus; said it was all a humbug, an

1
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: that yoa aa' ma fixed the tree an all.
. 'Taint so! " he shrilled defiantly. I

iaeard him once in the treelast
. . trhpn I woked up

- they, pa?" " .
"There - shorely is, youngster, ai-firm- ed

his father, directing a .wpror--

. i AAer sons. xOUmg giance at u.
bet there is a Santy Claw: TOuH see

get all the things
tomorrer when you

Now you let
he's going to bring you.

bed. bo's you cantoyour ma put you,
don't worry no mereget up early, and

aTut Herbie was not fully ; satisfied

Grown folks would ear most wttjg
to comfort little boys, and

to be so
had been too rudely shaken

restored. Fretfully an --

deeper droop to his sensltij llttie
to taKe

mouth he suffered hia
him to his small bed chamber opening

off the settin' room. ,. Petey
"We dldnt go to-d- o it. pa.

' closed on
began whea the door was

tottert rur-the- r

Herbie, forestalling his
questioning. "Herbie neerod

Krinele.

Normie and . me ! talking abo
Claus being only a yarn for little tads,

He bustwe didn't know he was about
didn't know

. out' crying and-w- ell, we
wouldntwhat to say: Honest, pa we

Petey IookV'told him for anything,"
ed nearly as woebegone as the-dis-

lusioned child. '

V "You'd oughter be mZ??.
what you say when

Schoonmaker. It a eyiie
moaUhed Fa there
hia 'Christmas if he thought

;T ... ' it to fAn ome

. "'' "" .'II, I.. . -! M.I.I -
went to bed too; ma and me'll have to
be the tree pretty soon."

The fragrant young spruce,' newly
cut and sledded down from the snow
mantled ridge, was brought in from
the woodshed. Petey and, Normie,
deep in thought, assisted in setting it
up.V Unless they could devise some
means of restoring their little broth-
er's belief in the patron saint of
Christmas their own pleasure in the
day. would be spoiled too.

Normie nudged Petey. "Look at the
funny shadder the tree makes on the
wall. Looks for all the world like--"

"I: got it!" Petey interrupted in a
tense whisper, quivering with the
grand idea that had come, to him with
Normie's remark.

With beaming face he explained his
scheme to his brother while their fath-
er was engaged in propping up the
tree. " Quickly they were busy with a
cardboard box, scissors and pencil.
and under their mmble fingers was
evolved in a few moments a erotes
que figure "that in their enthusiastic
eyes bore an excellent likeness to
Kris

Softly the door to the bedroom was
opened. Herbie was fast Asleen. The
figure was experimentally placed at
different points before the coal oil
lamp until' its shadow rented upon the
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wall of the inner room just where the
eyes of the sleeper, on opening, would
fall uDon it. Then the door was closed
a train. -

.

Pa Schoonmaker grinned when the
sienificance of these operations dawn
ed on him. "Reckon maybe the old
feller will leave something for you
two. after all. You stood a mighty
rood chance of having your stockings
overlooked, running him down that
away. to one of his friends. Now go

to bed. both of you. I'll open the door
and rattle things some when ma and
me fixes the tree: Herbie '11 be Sure
to wake up and see the shadder. Hope
it satisfies the pore little feller.
.The boys .went happily to bed. - Pa

and Ma" Schoonmaker dressed the tree
and laid at its base the assortment of
Presents for the children. The bed
room door had been opened toward
th last and the two were silent as
thpv comnleted their work, rattling
the Daner .parcels and listening ex- -

npotantlv.
A slieht movement in the bed en- -

aiiPd. followed by a rustling of the
rnverlet and the sound of a small body
suddenly sitting up. Then a long-draw- n

tiaDuy sigh, came to: their
ctrinine' ears as the occupant of the
little room nestled again into the pil--

ixr His breathing once more De--

came regular and Pa and Ma Schoon
maker tip-toe- d to the door ana loosea
nrHMn The child stirred uneasuy.

"He's awake," breathed Sam, laying
0tinn5ne hand on Ws wife's arm.
TMn he ain't." she reassured him.

T 5oton " -
'

.
i

fm, iMiRh lins were muttering
sleepily. "They is a Santy Claus I

T shadder Ana
OCCU
.Mt-oTinHter'Bie-

b. of contentment allniiu .
m.ii hofnn t np? eomme or

aOUDUUg ucu "- - - -

Pa nd Ma Schoonmaker drew back
wiW Onrt. closed the door, a happy

BU1UJ

seen his

"Won't he have it on the hoys to- -
' t,.,.iii" ohnrkled Sam asmorrer, u""""- - r
they mounted the :stairs.

' - Reign of Good Cheer.
Bring me a garland of hollyj

Rosemary, ivy and bay; : ;
Gravity's nothing but folly,

Till after the Christmas day.

i DISGUSTED WITH SANTA--

I Kit 0V :

.. x. " ,itfpr with him
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'"V:7flw. slate and his
"He Z:,tA over. Now
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You never saw. I don't believe,
The really, truly Santa Claus

Who comes around on Christmas Eve
Behind his reindeers prancing paws,

Who stops at ev'rybody's house
(At least where; there are girls and boys).

And leaves, as, slyly as a mouse, . (
His booKs and dolls and ames and toys.
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Know how Santa looKs because "

He has' a Kind of Grandpa style.
The smile you see on Santa Claus

Is just liKe any Grandpa's smile.
Our Grandpas have the same white hairs

He has the wrinKles Grandpas do
They're so aliKe I do declare

It's hard to tell between the two!

v V '

And yet we all Know how he looKs,
The little children's patron saint

We've seen his face in picture-booK-s,

So red and jolly, queer and quaint.
It's wreathed around with hair as white

As Winter's piles of "drifted snow.
And all his features are alight

With happy smile and cheery glow.
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They both are always full of fun ;S ; '

And have a twinKle in tneir eyesi
They both are Kind to eVrone; .

' rElsneciallv of cnildrens size).
That's why that . I've made xp my mind

That Grandpas all are fnenas ot nis,
That Santa is so good and Kind :

. Because he s liKe a oranapa isi

Yes. that's tho way that Santa .seems. ; :
,

:

1 Thp Santa that tho childreri praisovq
The Santa that they see in dreams . ; .

- While waiting . for the Christmas ..days.
Why, I can shut my.eyes and roeo., .... :.

Him Just as plain as if he ..came ji
I Kncw jusV;h6w he I60K3 to mo ' :'."vM

And that to you ho looKs tho sixmsuv.
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A Christmas Dinner Table.

ERRY CHRISTMAS! The
very word expresses the
spirit of the day. Christmas
is the embodiment of joy and

mirthfulness, a glorious day of gaiety
and merriment for old and young. Let
us all be children at Christmas time,
and enter into the preparations and
plans for the day. with youthful fervor.

Everyone is occupied with the pre
parations for the gala occasion. The
custom of decorating the homes wun
Christmas greens is increasing each
year. Surely it is a happy thought in
the midst of winter at the Yule tide
season to bring the greens from the
woods. The many traditions connected
with holly and mistletoe make them
all the more appropriate for use as
decorations. The brilliant glowing
scarlet of the holly berries and the
green of the evergreen have always
been associated with Christmas.

With a very small investment one
can easily arrange many unique ef-

fects in decorations for the home and
table that will accord with the spirit
of the season.

Unless the Christmas tree is going
to be a surprise, and you intend to
trim it - behind closed doors xn tne
ereatest of secrecy, let the children
assist in fashioning many of the or
naments and trinkets, and they wil
have double the pleasure out of it. The
little ones will certainly delight in
stringing the popcorn with which to
festoon the tree. If the popcorn is
strung on wire it can be arranged
most effectively. If you wish, you
can dye some of the corn red and
string it alternately, one red and one
white kernel. The nimble little
fingers can string chains of cranber-
ries or cut stars out of gilt paper.
Paper link ehains can be made out of
any color to harmonize with the color
scheme of the tree. Paste narrow
strips of paper to form rings and slip
one link through another and paste
securely.

It i3 verv simple to gild nuts, and
they are quite an addition to a tree
wh(n susnended with Kilt cord. Snow
halls are made by packing white tis--

Bue paper tight in the shape of an or--

anee. then pasting white cotton ' on
the balL The eotton is dusted with
diamond dust and gives a glittering
effect, icicles are maae or wnite
fringe tissue paper that has been dip-no-ri

into a solution of alum. The
green of the tree can also be given a
froBted effect if it is touched "Ith, a
solution of alum. The Christmas good
les caA be nut in bags of tarletan.
Don't forget that the large presents
and heavy decorations of the tree
should be at the bottom. ''

A nretty tree for the table is the
ftenoer nlant. which can be purchased
at anv florist's The little plant can
be trimmed as a Christmas tree lor
the central decoration of the table.
Around the bottom of the tree is heap
ed a" mound of cotton dusted with mica.
At each place Is a little red flower r?t
containing a small souvenir which is
hidden by a spray of mistletoe, "he
souvenir can be something suggestive
of the personality of the guest. Over
the table is suspended by red ribbon3
a bunch of snow balls of white cotton
anrtnkled --with mica. -- The candle
shades are of ornamental sprays of. .... a .1 . - 1
Ttoiiv. ana a uue mece, ot uoujr
nasted on the mace card.

The table illustrated has the siar
Khaoed Doinssttia for its main feature.
If it is not possible to procure the nat-

ural polnsettia, beautiful ones can be
obtained made out cr crepe paper,

The basket for the center piece is
heaned with, poinsettias and ierns..ira
vors are hidden among .tne nowers,
and ribbons are attached to them ex
tendine to each plate. "A large Christ
mas bell adds to the festive, appear
ance of the room. This bell is made on
a wire frame, 18 inches tall, covered

rith crushed tissue paper.
The little baskets for the salted al

monds are made ot 12 . polnsettia
loaves nasted aeatly r rcuad a es&U

SO-

For nlace cards use a white card
to which is attached a small bell about
two inches high. Tie on the top with
a email bow of red baby ribbon.

. Instead of silver napkin rings use
rings made of pasteboard covered with
red crepe paper to harmonize with the
rest of the decorations. A crepe pa
per napkin designed in poinsettias
would be very appropriate.

If one prefers to use a tablecloth
of paper instead of damask, the same
idea can be carried out by using pa-

per in the same color scheme. Ruf
fle the paper around the lower edge
and have two flounces, the first of
plain white and the second of the dec
orated paper.

Candle shades are made of card-

board frames. Cut the petals from the
crepe paper the same as for the other
flowers, and paste around frame, fin-

ishing it with two large green leaves
and a small bow of red ribbon.

Many of the dishes served can be
garnished with red beets, radishes or
red peppers.

A poinsettia salad could be placed
at each place. Slice off the top of
a large red apple and scrape out as
much cf the inside as possible, fill the
apple with equal portions of apple cut
In small cubes, .chopped celery and
nuts. Moisten this mixture with cream
salad dressing.

Cut nimentoes in petal shaped pieces .

and arrange them in the form of a
poinsettia on the plate. Set tne ap-

ple filled with the mixture on center of
plate and use small petals of the
pimentoes to trim the top or tne ap-

ple. '-

If ice cream is served for dessert,
pistachio and cherry make a good
combination.

As Christmas Is the season of toys,
table decorations which would seem
absurd at any other time are very fit-

ting on thia occasion.
A table with a snow man in the cen--'

ter made on a wire frame and covered
with cotton is very effective. Have
smaller snow men at each place. Snow- -.

balls placed in groups all over the ta-

ble may be surrounded with sprays of
holly. . The candle shades can . "be

made of wire covered with cotton to
form snow man's face.

The bonbon boxes can be small
boxes covered with red crepe paper
to represent a Santa Claus cap. Paste
the paper around the edge of box, leav
ing the crepe twice the height 01 tne
box. Fringe a small piece or crepe
paper to represent the tasseL Around
tho edge of the cap cut a band of
white crepe one-ha- lf inch wide and dot
with ink to represer t ermine, ir u
k cream.ii molded in the shape of
Santr. Clauc In individual forms, or m
the shape of snow balls, it will aaa
to the fun of the, dinner table.

Another table may :iave a Christ--

ma-- star for a variation In the way
cf table ornamentation. A Btar may
be formed of holly and edged with rib
bon. Vhe guests-plac-

es are between
the points of, the star. - In the center
of lie star a candlestick with shades
ornamented with stars cut out or
crepe paper Is placed. Stars 01 paper
are hung ell around the table.

From the chandfUer by means er
wire suspend a strfag of stars. Minia
ture stars decorate, the can ay coxes.'
and the favors are contained in star--
shaped boxes. . The nut cups are
made of a six-inc- h star cut from card- -

board covered with white crepe paper
edged Xn gold. r, - 1

,

The following menu may assist tot
In deciding what to have for Christ
mas dinner: '

It

.

Olives v Celery Had Ishe a
Blue Points on Half Shell

, Cream of Celery Soua'Roasted Goose -

Baked . Sweet Potato.
Creamed Cauliflower Apple Ea?ce

Lettuce and Pimento FlIx
Individual Plum Pudding llzriX Cr--a

.raisins rruit x;.;:3
. Camecibert Cheesa CcT -

'

Cpyrlsnt, 1312, Ij XT, C. C?..:. : ;r.t0i .
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